
 
 
Out of Gas: Chapter 1 of a Conservation Story 
 
Picture the intersection of Route 53 and Butterfield Road. You’ve probably driven by it many 
times. On the northeast corner of the intersection there is a vacant parcel. It used to have a gas 
station on it, though that’s been gone for 15 years now. It is largely unremarkable, except for 
one thing: its location. 
 
The very busy intersection makes this 2.24-
acre site attractive to new businesses. In 
fact, within the past year or so, an option 
was purchased on the property to build 
what would have been the largest gas 
station and car wash complex in DuPage 
County.  
 
Local opposition to this concept was strong 
and loud. In addition to its being a great 
site for business, this property is adjacent 
to the busiest park property owned by 
Butterfield Park District, a small park 
district serving unincorporated Lombard 
and Glen Ellyn. The existing park hosts a recreation center, tennis courts and a very popular 
pool. 
 
Though Butterfield Park District was really interested in acquiring this property, they faced a 
huge obstacle – lack of immediate funds. But tight spots like that are where The Conservation 
Foundation fits in perfectly! Thanks to the financial support of our donors and a strong 
relationship with Itasca Bank & Trust, we were able to purchase the property for $1.5 million 
and will hold onto it for a year or two while the Butterfield Park District secures needed grants 
and does some community fundraising to buy it from us. In the land protection world, this is 
called a Buy and Hold transaction, and it’s one of the things we do best. 
 
This is Chapter 1 in the process of preserving this property. We will work with Butterfield Park 
District and the community to identify and obtain the funds needed to make this property a 
park forever. 
 

By: Dan Lobbes 
Director of Land Protection and Kane County Director 
Taken from the Summer 2014 issue of The Heron 

http://www.theconservationfoundation.org/uploaded-files/Heron-Spring-Summer-2014.pdf
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Who now owns the property at the corner of Route 53 and Route 56? 

The Conservation Foundation has purchased the property at the NE corner of Rt. 53 and Rt. 56 and 

is holding the property on behalf of the Butterfield Park District, in hopes that the park district will 

purchase the property in the next 12 months.  The purchase price was $1.5 million.   

Why is this property important to save? 
 

This property was important to save because of its location next to existing park property   where 

the Park District operates a very successful child care program, swimming pool and a pavilion 

where many day camps are staged throughout the summer. Its location also makes it strategic for 

the regional bike trail. 

 

How will the Butterfield Park District purchase the property from                     The 

Conservation Foundation?  

One source of funds is through a potential referendum in November 2014.  Other possibilities 

include grants or a combination of grants and other resources.  The Park District’s purchase of the 

property will allow the citizens of the Park District to control the future use of the property. 

For how long will The Conservation Foundation hold the property? 

The Conservation Foundation will hold the property for 12 months.  If the Park District           has 

not raised the necessary funds to purchase the property, The Conservation Foundation     will 

place the property back on the open market for sale. 

What will happen on the property over the next 12 months? 

The Butterfield Park District will lease the property from The Conservation Foundation and    will 

begin cleaning up the trash, and clearing out the invasive plants and shrubs. 

      

               Partners in Preservation: 
 

 

 

 


